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Mistlot()(‘ on PcMsiiiimon 
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MiSTLrrroK on fkhsialmon 

J, "r. Baldwin, Jh. 


Phoradendron Jlava 
New Jersey to Ohio, 


Nutt, occurs from “central 
Missouri, south to Florida. 


Texas and New Mexico” (Britton and Brown, 1913). Diospyros 
virginiana L. is throughout this rang(' except for the very south¬ 
western portion (Sargent, 1922). Only four records of mistletoe 
on this persimmon ar(‘ at hand. 

Harper (1928) rc'ported Phoradendron on Diospyros near 
North Alal)ama Junction, Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama; he stated 
in a letter of October 27, 1948, that “it may have l)een only one 
specimen on one tree”. In 1917, near Key.sville, C'harlotte Co., 
Virginia, I found mistletoe growing on a persimmon, but I do 
not recall how many individual parasites there were. And on 
October 17, 1948, near Lake Drummond in the Great Dismal 
Swamp, Norfolk Co., Virginia, I saw two clumps of Phoradendron 
on a thirty-foot tree of D. virginiana. In l)oth instances it is to 
be assumed that th(‘ mistletoe* was referable to P. jlavesccns, for 
no other representative of the genus has b('(‘n consideu’ed to be in 

Virginia. Mr. W. H. Pitman (lette'r of November 29, 1948) 
wrote me that some ye'ars ago in Surry i'o., \4i-ginia, he saw 
mistletoe on persimmon. 

Inepiiries addressed to Mr. C. C. Dc'am, Prof. M. L. Fernald, 
Dr. R. M. Harper, Mr. Bayard Long, Prof. Fdgar T. Whe'rry— 
all with much field-experience within the ranges of tlu'.se plants— 
brought no further n'cord of misth'toe-persimmon association. 

Curtiss (1878) wrote that mistletoe is abundant in Florida, 


(( 


where it may be found on nearly eveiy kind of tree 


J J 


y 


and 


recorded it as sometimes parasitic upon its(‘lf. Harper (1928) 
listed for Alabama nineb'en g(*iiera (including two that are 
cultivated) as supp)lying one or mon* host sjx'cic's for mistletoe, 
and in the hotter cited above lu* add(‘d IlamameUs as a twentieth 
genus. Deam (1940) indicated that four geru'ra—including 
Juglans not mentioiu'd l)y Harper—are known to s(*rve in Indiana 
as hosts for mistletoe. In the northeastei'n part of its range 
(in New Jersey and Pennsylvania) mistletoe is invariably on 
Nyssa sylvatica and occasionally on Acer rubrurn: both Mr. Long 
and Doctor Wherry have written me this. 







IOC) 


K.hodofa 


I May 


ll:ir|)(‘r (l!)2S) st.alcd wit h |•(‘S|)(M•1 t.o Plioradcndron in Alabjitna: 

“it. may Ix’ divisibl)' into s(‘\(M’;d .specie's, whieli ai(' to all ai)p('ar- 

anc('s imndi alike hut (lannot, Ix' made' to j>;ro\v on tre'e'S too 

diff('r('nt from that, to which thev ha\’(' lx'('n accust.onK'd’’. 

% ' 

Small (1933) |•('(*of^nizcd foi’ l^'loiida two spe'cics Ix'.sieh's P. 
Jlarcsccns. Willis (1919) ('stimatc'd foi’ Phoradendron about oiU' 
hundn'd spe'cie's, ;dl of tln'in Ana'i’ican. 

That Pliorddcndron has such a .s('ri('s of hosts in a part of the' 
area uiuh'r discussion and in otlu'i' r('fiions ('vide'iici's a re'st.ricte'd 
prcf(*r('nc(' suf^f 2 ;('sts consid(*rabl(' j^i'iiotypic valuation, which may 
bo beyond the spccilic limits of P. Jldrcscrns. d'his Ix'comos all the 
more significant since' tlu' gre'iite'st. varie'ty e)f hosts is e'een- 
contrate'el in the se)uthe'i’n part eef the range' anel whe're' ce)idae't. 
with other r('e'e)gnize'el spe'cie's is not te) Ix' une'xpe'e'te'el. It ee)ulel 
Ix' that. inti’e)gressiv(' hybrielizatieen has oe'e'urre'el. Anel sure'ly 
birds we)uld have' assure'el trial ))lantings e)f .se'gre'gants een a wide' 

e)nly a rare'. gene)type' 



variety of heests. Indie'atie)ns are' 
eoulel gre)w on 1). v/rginiana. But it mu.st be' re'me'mlx'real, too, 
that this pe'rsimmeen is e'xtre'mely variable' anel has intraspecific 
pe)lyploiel rae'e'S (Balelwin anel (Ailp, 1931). d\) ae'e'eerel with 

this ieh'a e)f introgre'.ssie)n the' mistle'tex's e)n rare' he)sts shoulel be' 
the ('xtreme's ameeng j)e)j)ulat.ie)ns. 
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Some (Irasses new Te) West Viite.:iNiA.—As the fetlleewing 
grti.s.se's tire ne)t. include'el in “We'st Virginia (Irasse's” jtublishe'tl in 
19 I I by Dr. ('e)re' ed a.l. it. mtiv be e)f inte'rest te) rece)rel t.heir 


e)e*curr('nce' in 


at st.ate*. 


IbtOMics Diidle) I lA'rmilel. When t.his wtis 



as a 




